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NEW TO LAKEWOOD?
We want to meet you, answer your questions 

and help you get connected.

GET INVOLVED
Discover your place at Lakewood

Visit our 
Info Desk

Go to
LAKEWOODLIFE.ORG/INFO

Fill out the Connect Card 
located in the pocket on 

the back of each pew 
or chair. Drop it in the 

offering basket or take it 
to the Info Desk. 

ATTEND DISCOVER
This basic intro to 

Lakewood is designed 
to help you discover who 
we are and where we are 

going as a church.
NEXT DISCOVER CLASS 

September 27
in the Fellowship Hall

 at 12:15 PM
LAKEWOODLIFE.ORG/

DISCOVER

FIND A GROUP
We believe you grow to be like Christ 

as you do life with other people. In 
addition, we are convinced sustained 

life-change happens best in the 
context of a small group. Visit our 
Info Desk to learn about Sunday 
morning groups. We also have 

groups that meet all week around 
Hall County. To find a group, go to 
LAKEWOODLIFE.ORG/GROUPLIFE

JOIN A TEAM
God has gifted each of us 

differently and at Lakewood 
we have ways to serve that 

match your gifting! Visit 
LAKEWOODLIFE.ORG/SERVE

to see some of the ways to 
serve using your personality, 

gifts and abilities.

FOLLOW US! @LAKEWOODLIFE
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NEXT BAPTISM 		  NEXT LORD’S SUPPER
October 4		  October 25
	

OR OR



NOTE FROM
Dr. Tyler Smiley
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September brings many ways to 
worship, grow, serve, and connect 
at Lakewood.

One important opportunity this month 
is our “Rooted in Love” Adoption & Foster 
Care Conference. Scripture repeatedly shows us God’s 
heart and concern for the most vulnerable, and we also know as 
God’s people our call to care for vulnerable children and families 
in His name. Whether you are an adoptive or foster parent, are 
interested in learning more about adoption or foster care, have a 
heart to serve those families, or simply want to learn more about 
this important ministry opportunity, then this conference will 
offer encouragement, practical resources, and meaningful ways 
to respond. Not everyone is called to foster or adopt, but every 
believer can play a part in supporting these children and families.

On Sunday mornings, we are continuing our study through the 
book of Colossians. This biblical book is saturated with God’s truth 
about who Jesus is, how to hold on to faith in the face of worldly 
challenges, and how to practically live out God’s truth. I hope you 
will join us in this deep study through the book of Colossians, and 
that as you do the Lord will speak to you through His word.

In this letter, the apostle Paul expresses his heart for the Christians 
he is writing to. He writes that his desire is that they would 
“continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from 
the hope of the gospel that you heard” (Colossians 1:23). Our 
pastors serve and pray that this would be true of each person at 
Lakewood; this is our hope too. In a world full of temptations and 
challenges that would cause us to “shift” our eyes and lives off of 
the hope of the gospel of Jesus Christ, I know that the Lord can give 
you the wisdom and strength to overcome. Stay faithful, church. 
Keep serving the Lord with gladness. Look to Jesus always.

Blessings,

The VISION of Lakewood is to be a regional church that 
makes disciples of Jesus Christ locally, nationally and globally.

9:30 AM SUNDAY SERVICE 
Traditional service in the Chapel

11:00 AM SUNDAY SERVICE 
Contemporary service in the Worship Center 
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CARTER & KELLY COLLINS
CHURCH PLANTING 
RESIDENT to CROATIA

Please join us in welcoming our 
newest resident, Carter Collins, his 
wife Kelly, and their four children, 
Fletcher, Ruth, Quinn, and Jude. 
Carter grew up as a missionary kid 
in Croatia and previously served as 
a pastor at a church in Mississippi. 
Carter and Kelly have long carried 
a burden for the people of Croatia. 
Now, by God's providence, they've 
come to Lakewood to build a team of 
families from our church to join them 
in planting a church in Croatia.

PLEASE PRAY FOR:
• The Collins family's transition from 
Mississippi to Gainesville, especially 
their four children.
• Carter and Kelly's ministry here 
among us in Gainesville.
• God to raise up a team from our 
church to go to Croatia and plant a 
church alongside the Collins family.

For more information, contact 
benji@lakewoodlife.org.

Lake Baptism  | 7:00 PM | August 30
Join us at Holly Park as we celebrate with those being 
baptized. If you would like to talk with someone about being 
baptized, please contact Missions Pastor Dr. Benji Lavender.

Beginner Group Guitar Class for 
Adults Starts September 17 | 5:00 PM
Interested in learning to play the guitar? Adults ages 18 and 
older are invited to join this six-week beginner group 
class led by Carter Reeves. No previous experience is 
necessary. Register at lakewoodlife.org/LMI.

MERCIER ORCHARDS APPLE TRIP
SEPTEMBER 22 | DEPART AT 10:00 AM
Adults 55+ are invited to spend the day at Mercier Orchards 
in Blue Ridge. We'll ride together from the church and enjoy 
apple picking, wagon rides, mountain views, bakery treats, 
shopping in the farm market, and lunch together. 
Scan the code to sign up!

parent child dedication  | 4:00 PM
September 27 | Worship Center
This is a time for parents to commit to raising their children 
in a Christian home and church. As a church, we partner with 
parents as they teach their little ones to know and love the 
Lord. We invite our church family to support these parents 
as they make this important commitment. Register online or 
scan the QR code by September 16 to participate 
in the September service. The next Parent Child 
Dedication will be in November.

    Women's Groups starting for fall
Connect in community, form genuine 

friendships, and be rooted in God's 
Word through a Women's Bible 
Group. New groups are launching 
this fall on different days and at 
different times all around 

the community. Scan the 
code to find a group!



DAWSONVILLE CHURCH 
PLANT WEDNESDAY 
NIGHT GATHERINGS

Starting this fall, Tim Roush, Andrew 
Beccue, and the Dawsonville launch 
team invite you to join them every 
Wednesday evening in Room 208 at 
6:30 PM as they share the vision for 
their new church plant. These nights 
aren't just for those considering the 
launch team; they’re for our whole 
church family. Come hear the heart 
and the biblical vision behind this 
work, ask questions, be part of the 
conversation, and learn how you 
can pray for our team. Everyone is 
welcome.

PLEASE PRAY FOR:
•  Our church family to feel connected 
to and invested in this new work
•  Tim, Andrew, and the launch team as 
they cast a clear vision each week
•  God to build a gospel-centered 
church community that reflects His 
love in Dawsonville

For more information, please contact 
benji@lakewoodlife.org.
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Join us September 12 at Lakewood for a day of 
encouragement, equipping, and practical resources for 
those involved in—or wanting to learn more about—
adoption and foster care. The conference will include 
keynote teaching and breakout sessions offering up to 7 
CEU hours.

Whether you are an adoptive or foster parent, are 
considering fostering or adopting in the future, or simply 
want to learn how to support children and families in our 
community, you are invited to attend.

Keynote speaker Jason Johnson is a writer and speaker 
who encourages adoptive and foster families while 
equipping church and organizational leaders to support 
them well. Drawing from his own family’s journey and 
years of ministry experience, Jason offers an honest, 
hopeful perspective on the challenges and joys of 
foster care and adoption. Register today!

Mantreat | October 24–25
The Retreat at Long Mountain 
All middle and high school boys are invited to this fall 
retreat designed to help teenage guys learn what it means 
to become Christian men. The weekend includes worship, 
teaching, time with friends, and breakout sessions featuring 
rifles, fishing, archery, wood splitting, automotive care, a 
challenge course, and more. Register by October 7.



RECREATION
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MINISTRY CENTER 
WEEKLY SCHEDULE

OPEN GYM
Sundays | 2:00–7:00 PM

PICKLEBALL
Monday–Thursday | 9:00–11:00 AM

Thursday | 4:00 PM

VOLLEYBALL
Tuesdays | 4:00–9:00 PM

Pickleball OPEN GYM
We're open for pickleball Monday–Thursday from 9:00–11:00 AM and Thursdays beginning at 4:00 PM. Play 
is open to all ages and skill levels. Church members and members of the community are welcome.

LAKEWOODLIFE.ORG/RECREATION

CONNECT THROUGH

RECREATION

ANNUAL FALL 5K | Saturday,  SEPTEMBER 26 | 9:00 AM
Join us for Lakewood’s Annual Fall 5K! The race will begin in front of the Ministry Center and follow a 
course around the Lakewood campus. Registration is $20 and includes a T-shirt for every participant, 
with medals awarded to the top finishers. Runners and walkers of all ages and skill levels are welcome! 
Register today!

Upward Basketball signups 
Upward Basketball is open to boys and girls ages 
5–12. Practices begin the week of November 10, 
with games played December 5–January 30. 
Register by September 21 to receive the early 
registration rate. The final registration deadline is 
October 28. Volunteer coaches are also needed! 
Sign your child up today and let us know if you are 
interested in coaching.

Lakewood’s Recreation Ministry creates opportunities for people to connect beyond Sunday mornings 
while providing welcoming environments where our church family can invite friends and neighbors to 
participate. Whether through Upward Sports, hiking trips, pickleball, movie nights, trivia nights, or other 

activities, our goal is to build relationships that help extend the reach of the gospel. 

This ministry thrives when our church family gets involved—participating, welcoming new people, and 
intentionally sharing the love of Jesus. There are many ways to serve, especially as coaches for Upward 
Sports. If you would like to be part of the Recreation Ministry, please contact our recreation staff.



COMING UP AT LAKEWOOD  LEARN MORE AT LAKEWOODLIFE.ORG/EVENTS

TUESDAYS Celebrate Recovery  • 6:30 PM Large Group 
		 W
eekly




SCAN THE QR CODE 
FOR THE LATEST 

CALENDAR
INFORMATION.

SUNDAYS
Worship Services 9:30 & 11:00 AM
Kids & Students  9:30 & 11:00 AM

Young Adult (Gather) Group 9:30 AM
Adult Small Groups 8:30, 9:30 & 11:00 AM

Open Gym 2:00–7:00 PM
Choir Practice 4:00 PM

TUESDAYS
Celebrate Recovery

5:30 PM Dinner • 6:30 PM Large Group

English as a Second Language (ESL)
6:00 PM

WEDNESDAYS
All Ages 6:15–7:45 PM

Connect 
Through 

Texts
Receive a link to our 
Daily Bible Reading 
Plan Monday-Friday. 

Text BIBLE to 
(470) 516-5244.

Get Lakewood Text 
Updates for church 

events, special 
services, and 

schedule changes. 
Text LAKEWOOD to 

(470) 516-5297
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August 30	 Lake Baptism at Holly Park | 7:00 PM
September 1	 Monthly Prayer Time | 8:30 AM
September 1	 Women on Mission | 10:30 AM
September 2	 First Wednesday Men's Gathering | 6:15 AM
September 2	 Discover Step 4 | 6:15 PM
September 5	 Upward Soccer and Flag Football Begin
September 12	 Rooted in Love Adoption & Foster Care Conference | 8:15 AM
September 13	 Edgar Castro Ordination Service | 5:00 PM
September 17	 Adult Group Guitar Lessons Begin | 5:00 PM
September 19	 Special Needs Respite | 5:00 PM
September 22	 Adults 55+ Apple Picking in Blue Ridge | 10:00 AM
September 23	 Kids Rec Night | 6:15 PM
September 26	 Annual Fall 5K | 9:00 AM
September 27	 Discover Step 1 | 12:15 PM
September 27	 Parent Child Dedication | 4:00 PM
September 28–30	 Jubilee Conference (Adults 55+)
October 1	 Theological Library Month Begins
October 1	 Chattahoochee Baptist Senior Adult Fall Rally | 10:30 AM
October 6	 Monthly Prayer Time | 8:30 AM
October 6	 Women on Mission | 10:30 AM
October 7	 First Wednesday Men's Gathering | 6:15 AM
October 7	 Discover Step 2 | 6:15 PM
October 14	 Discover Step 3 | 6:15 PM
October 17	 Special Needs Respite | 5:00 PM
October 21	 New Women's Meet and Greet | 6:15 PM
October 21	 Discover Step 4 | 6:15 PM
October 24–25	 Mantreat (Students)
October 27	 Senior Adult Lunch | 12:00 PM
October 28	 Pumpkin Fest | 5:30 PM



LOOKING BACK

SENIOR PASTOR 		  Dr. Tyler Smiley • thsmiley@lakewoodlife.org
EXECUTIVE PASTOR		  Robert Puckett • rpuckett@lakewoodlife.org
WORSHIP PASTOR		  Jeremy Daniels • jdaniels@lakewoodlife.org
WORSHIP PASTOR		  Carter Reeves • creeves@lakewoodlife.org
MISSIONS PASTOR 		  Dr. Benji Lavender • benji@lakewoodlife.org
NEXT GENERATION PASTOR 	 Dr. Jamie Willis • jwillis@lakewoodlife.org
DISCIPLESHIP PASTOR		  Scott Smith • ssmith@lakewoodlife.org
SENIOR ADULT PASTOR		  Sean Nix • snix@lakewoodlife.org

Scan the QR Code to see a complete list of our Lakewood staff
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Over the summer, 86 middle and high school students, along with their 
leaders, attended Generate Camp. Centered on the theme For All from 1 
Timothy 2:3–6, the week included worship, biblical teaching, small groups, and 
recreation—reminding our students that the good news of Jesus truly is for all.

Ways to Give:
GIVE ONLINE: 

lakewoodlife.org/give

OFFERING BASKET: 
cash or check

ENDOWMENT FUND:
lakewoodlife.org/

endowment-ministry

Average Weekly Ministry Budget Need:  $134,325
Average Weekly Received 7/19–8/16:  $103,746

New Members: Jay Bickel, Jackie Channell, Robert & Amy Haynes, 
Martha Hynson, Chris & Hannah McClain, Sean & Melissa Nix, James & Diane 
Thomas, Ben & Ansley Turner, Brody Waters, Kolson Waters, Kalle Watt, 
Bryce Wethington, Nancy Whitmire


