
Behold The Lamb

Week 2 - 1 Corinthians 5:7

Getting Rid of Old Yeast

Yeast symbolizes sin and evil in the bible. We are defiled, made unholy, not by what we

touch or food we take in, but by the corrosion of the human heart.

Read Mark 6:53-56 and Mark 7: 1-20 Clean and Unclean

Who could be found in the marketplaces of villages, towns or countrysides?

“Tradition of the elders” As a matter of religious custom, the Pharisees insisted on

special hand-washing ceremonies to remove the contaminating effects of any possible

contact with “unclean” persons or objects.

What does Jesus say about the hearts of the Pharisees and teachers of the law?

What does v. 8 say they were doing?

What commands of God were the Pharisees and teachers of the law neglecting?

Can you think of examples where Jesus prioritized people over “traditions of elders”?

Mark 8: 14-15 The Yeast of the Pharisees and Herrod

Just as yeast works its way through the entire batch of dough, certain lifestyles or

attitudes can corrupt our whole life. Jesus warned his disciples about the influences of

the Pharisees and Herod. The Pharisees, in their search for righteousness, fell into

deadly legalism. Herrod represented a life of lust, both of sexual passion and ambition

for power. These corrupting influences prevent us from an intimate relationship with

God.

Legalism and lust. In what ways are these corrupting influences like yeast?

In what ways do these corrupting influences lead us to reject God?

In what ways do these corrupting influences lead us to neglect people?

I Cor. 5:6-8 Get Rid of Old Yeast
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“Your boasting is not good. Don’t you know that a little yeast works through the whole

batch of dough? Get rid of the old yeast so that you may be a new batch without yeast -

as you really are. Therefore, let us keep the Festival, not with the old yeast, the yeast of

malice and wickedness, but with bread without yeast, the bread of sincerity and truth.”

Is there a command to follow in these verses? If so, what is it?

Read Proverbs 21:20, Proverbs 27:19, Jeremiah 17:9-10 & Mark 7:21-23

What do these verses say about our hearts?

Read Galatians 5:9

According to this principle of yeast, why is it important to get rid of it?

What are the consequences for us personally and our Christian community that come

from disobeying Paul’s command?

Read Proverbs 4:23

What does this verse say about our hearts?

What does it mean to “guard” our hearts?

How can we practice this personally? How can we practice this in community?
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Week 1 - John 1:29

In anticipation of Easter, we’ll examine 2 passages that describe Jesus Christ as

the Lamb of God. This week, we’ll look at John 1:29

The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, "Behold, the Lamb of

God, who takes away the sin of the world! - John 1:29

➢ To better understand the full context of this passage, let’s read John

1:19-34.

The Testimony of John the Baptist

19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from

Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed, and did not deny, but

confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21 And they asked him, “What then? Are you

Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.”

22 So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who

sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am the voice of one

crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet

Isaiah said.” 24 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25 They asked

him, “Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor

the Prophet?” 26 John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you

stands one you do not know, 27 even he who comes after me, the strap of whose

sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28 These things took place in Bethany across

the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God

29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb

of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After

me comes a man who ranks before me, because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did

not know him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might be

revealed to Israel.” 32 And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from

heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33 I myself did not know him, but he

who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit

descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I have

seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.”
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➢ From our reading, what are your initial observations of the description of

John the Baptist and his encounter with Jesus Christ?

➢ In verse 19, the priests and the Levites asked John, “Who are you?”

➢ Who was John the Baptist? What do we know about him?

➢ Let’s examine a few passages to see John’s role in relation to Jesus Christ:

○ Luke 1:5-17

○ Luke 1:26-45

○ Matthew 3:1-17

Group Discussion:What did you learn about John and Jesus from these 3

passages?

Group Discussion: Let’s look back at John 1:29. Why did John refer to Jesus

as the Lamb of God? What’s the significance of that phrase?

Table Talk: Examine a few passages to help us better understand this phrase:

○ Isaiah 53:7

○ 1 Peter 1:19

➢ The lamb served as a sacrifice to atone for the sins of the people, especially

during Passover.

Group Discussion:What does it mean that the lamb served as an “atonement”

for the sins of the people? Ameans of reconciliation between God &man.
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➢ Here’s whatMatthew Henry has to say about this name:

○ “John saw Jesus coming to him, and pointed him out as the Lamb of

God. The paschal lamb, in the shedding and sprinkling of its blood,

the roasting and eating of its flesh, and all the other circumstances

of the ordinance, represented the salvation of sinners by faith in

Christ. And the lambs sacrificed every morning and evening, can

only refer to Christ slain as a sacrifice to redeem us to God by his

blood.”

➢ The name, Lamb of God, comes with a rather painful reminder of what

Jesus must endure at the latter half of John and the other Gospels.

➢ The Jewish people would’ve had a distinct familiarity with the sacrificial

lamb they had chosen each year to slaughter. One without blemish.

Perhaps one they’d even given a name.

Group Discussion:With this knowledge and understanding, what now stands

out to you about John’s reference to Jesus as the Lamb of God?

➢ According to 1 Peter 1:19, Jesus’ blood cleanses us of all sin and

unrighteousness, should we choose to come into a saving relationship with

Him.

Table Talk:What’s the significance of Jesus’s blood cleansing us of all our sin

and unrighteousness? All of our sins (past, present, and future) have

been atoned for.

➢ In Old Testament law, a sacrificial lamb had to have no blemish. It had to

be perfect in order to symbolically atone for the sins of a family for that

year.

➢ In the same way, Jesus was without blemish. He lived a perfect life, and

therefore, served as the perfect sacrifice for our sins.
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Group Discussion: Read the following passages that emphasize these realities:

○ Isaiah 53:9

○ 2 Corinthians 5:21

○ Hebrews 4:14-16

○ Hebrews 7:26-27

○ 1 Peter 2:21-24

Table Talk: From these five passages, what reality was most meaningful to you?

➢ It’s interesting to note that the sacrificial system of the Old Testament

merely covered the sins of the people temporarily.

➢ Under the New Covenant in Jesus’s blood, His sacrifice takes away our

sins permanently.

Group Discussion:What does that truth mean to you?

➢ What difference should it make in how we live our lives?

➢ Next Step: From what we’ve discussed in this lesson, is there an attitude,

action, or belief that needs to be changed? If so, what is it and what is your

plan to change?
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